[Lysozyme activity in undiluted and diluted blood of patients treated with cyclosporin A with prednisone or azathioprine with prednisone after kidney transplantation].
It is a general opinion that the renal transplant patients may show the decrease of immunity which manifests by their increased susceptibility to bacterial, viral and fungal infections. One of the important non-specific defensive factors of the organism participating in the protection against infections is lysozyme. It is the purpose of the present paper to estimate the lysozyme activity in the un- and diluted serum in the renal transplant patients and to determine the possible mechanism of the observed deviations. 32 renal transplant patients (24 men and 8 women) aged of 16 up to 50 were investigated, being in the period of 1 until 4 years after transplantation. In the investigation the kind of immunosuppressive treatment used was considered which served the purpose of dividing the total group of patients into two subgroups: one treated with cyclosporine (12 patients) and the other treated with azathioprine (20 patients). The control group consisted of 20 healthy persons, matching by age, sex and living place the group investigated. In both groups investigated and control, were determined: lysozyme activity in the serum of the undiluted and diluted blood, total leukocyte number, the absolute number of peripheral blood neutrophils as well as their adherence to fibres was evaluated. In the renal transplant patients compared with the control group and in the separated subgroups, no statistically significant differences were found concerning leukocyte count, absolute neutrophil count and adherence of those cells.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)